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Program gives
students a taste

of teaching
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high scheol English and I
definitely want to teach in
high schdol.”

Joseph'’s host teacher, .
Maria LaCross, participat-
ed in the Teacher Acade-"

" my before graduating from.

Glen Lake High School in
2004. She headed to Michi-
gan State to study educa-
tion, where she found that
her in-classroom time
boosted both her college
studies and student teach-
ing. . .

. “T felt very ahead and

it also helped direct me

to what kind of teaching
I wanted to do,” LaCross
said.

“I got a lot out of it,” she
added of her Academy
experience. “I always
thought of teaching, but
wasn’t 100 percent sure
until I did that program.”.

Deanna Sayer is the men- , ..
ot * and former participant

tor teacher at Elk Rapids
School District, working

. with eight students this

semester. Two more stu-
dents will be joining the
program next semester,
the most the district has
fielded at one time in the
Teacher Academy.

In Elk Rapids, Teacher .
Academy students wark - .
with a different teacher
every nine weeks, Over
two years, this gives them
experience with eight dif-
ferent classrooms, teach-
ing styles, grade levels and
subjects.

“1 felt very ahead
and it also helped

-direct me to what

kind of teaching |
wanted to do.”

Maria LaCross, mentor

in Teacher Academy

“As teachers, we often
say, ‘I wish I'd had that,”
Sayer said.

" Students interested in
the program apply as they
would for any other TBA-
ISD Career Tech Center -
program.

“There’s an interview,
but it's mostly for the
experience,” added °*
O’Connor. .

Besides daily time in a
classroom with their host |

teacher, Teacher Acad-
emy students also connect
with O’Connor regularly
via Skype and learn and .
complete assignments via
the Internet. In addition,
students meet weekly with
their district’s mentor
teacher.

.Thanks to technology
and the unique structure

- of the program, Academy

students do not have to
travel daily to the Career
Tech Center. Instead,
participants go there

six to 12 times a year for
professional development

‘classes. - A

“We do trainings like
incorporating music into
classrooms,” O’Connor
said, adding of these
student gatherings: “We're’
building a learning com-
munity and then they
maintain these relation-
ships from here on.”
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